B.   MINOR EXCAVATIONS

Rs. in thousands

1.    Mogalarajapurarn                                                                                        1

2.    Siripuram                                                                                                    0.5

3.    Gajulabanda                                                                                                3

4.    Vedantapuram                                                                                            2.5

5.    Nandaluru                                                                                                   5

6.    Kotagadda                                                                                                   1

7.    Kota-Agrahaiam                                                                                          1

The reports on the excavations conducted at different sites are given below.

MAJOR EXCAVATIONS

Under the programme of salvaging the ancient monuments and archaeological sites in the sub-
mergible area of the Srisailam Hydro-Electric Project, excavations at the early historical site of Chagatur
and the proto-historical site at Pavidigutta have been continued during the year 1978-79 by the Assistant
Director, Archaeology and Museums, Vija/awada.

Chagatur

The early historical mound at Chagatur was taken up for further excavation and six trenches,
measuring 6x6 metres each have been excavated further north to study the extension of the structural
activity. In these trenches a massive enclosure wall, running in continuance in north-south orientation
from Div.-I, was exposed. But in the now excavated trenches along this enclosure wall, partition
walls running towards the east at regular intervals forming square cells, are noticed of period I. The
enclosure wall, which started in A5 of Div. I had extended to a total length of 50 metres and has finally
taken a turn in Trench Al of Div. XI. After removal of baulks, it is clearly noticed that the entire
length of this wall has been utilised for the construction of rectangular halls of 10 X 12 m. in Div. I towards
the west and another biggei rectangular hall measuring roughly 12 X 24 m. Most of the structure is concealed
under Anjaneyaswamy temple. The partition wall traced inDl of Div. VII has further extended towards
the east to.a length of more than 24 m. passing under the dilapidated structures of Chagatur. A special
feature noticed in this prominent and massive enclosure wall is that it has circular sockets at regular
intervals which extended upto the natural soil or the bed rock. Hence these sockets are considered to
be purposeful. It is likely that these sockets or cavities are circular bases of the bastions constructed in
the core of the wall for ensuring watch and ward. A number of interesting antiquities namely terra-
cotta figurines, beads, an ivory stylus and pottery in different types have come to light. A special
feature, noticed in the structural activity at Chagatur is that all the structures of Period-I are constructed
of elegantly-cut shale stone; the thickness of the walls also varied roughly from 2.60 m. to 1.10 m. All
the structures are large in size; the structures of Period-II are noticed resting on the remnants of earlier
structures. The walls are massive and the stones used are of irregular cut and proportion. The structures
are small and mostly square.